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perhaps  short-sighted,  for  a  time  perhaps  has  come for  a   revi-
sion of values.

But again I must not go into deep waters. I can only throw
out this hint to those who can appreciate the necessity of volun-
tary poverty for service. I have not tonight presented this blessed
thing for the acceptance of all: though let me add that, in the
innermost recesses of my heart, I feel that the world would not
go all wrong, would not become a world of idiots, if all of us took
the vow of voluntary poverty. But I know that this is almost
an impossible thing. Everything is possible for God but, humanly
speaking, it is wise to say that it is an impossible thing. But it
is not an impossible thing; indeed, I hold it to be absolutely
indispensable that those who give themselves wholly to the ser-
vice of their fellow-beings must take the vow of voluntary poverty.

Try to find out for yourself whether you are not thereby assist-
ing very materially m solving this great national problem that
today faces you.

You will not have solved the problem if the people, who do
not want to give up their salaries or whatever they are required
to give up, are compelled to give them up by law. While they
say: "What can we do^* We do not want to resist; we cannot
resist," their minds are still hankering after these things.

But imagine that, in the midst of this hankering, there is a
body of servants arising, who will themselves become voluntarily
poor. They would be like lighthouses to guide the paths of those
who do not know what voluntary poverty is because they know
only involuntary poverty, I do not go among my fellows who
starve and talk of voluntary poverty; I do not tell them how
blessed they would be if they changed that involuntary poverty
into voluntary There is no such thing as magic of that charac-
ter on this earth. It is a painful process, and these men have first
of all to have the necessities of life before I can talk to them of
voluntary poverty.

What does happen is this: that a man like me going among
them, living in their midst .as best he can their life, can bring
a ray of hope into their hearts. They will accept remedies that a
man like me may suggest to them. At least, if I cannot suggest
any immediate remedy, they would find in a man like me a friend.
They would say: "He is happy although he possesses nothing;
how is it?" I do not need to argue with them; they begin
to argue for themselves.

How can I share these richest treasures from my experience
with everybody on e^rth? I could not. But today, having under-